
                                           
  
 

 

 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
COVID-19 has presented the most significant challenge to our profession in a generation, and as we emerge 
from the first surge and move to restore elective services, new challenges present themselves. One of these is 
the additional risk that COVID-19 poses to those undergoing surgery, with relatively little data available 
worldwide on how we quantify the risks that this novel disease confers to those undergoing elective 
orthopaedic procedures.  
 
The paucity of data has prompted collaborative action between the British Association of Surgery of the Knee 
(BASK) and the British Hip Society (BHS), to establish a new research project; Restarting Elective orthopaedic 
JOINnt surgery after COVID-19 (The REJOIN Study). The research committees of our two organisations have 
jointly created the research protocol for this study and we have submitted our combined application for funding 
under the Research for Patient Benefit (RfPB) programme of the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR). 
Furthermore, initial start-up funding for this study has been pledged by BASK and BHS, to establish the data 
capture systems required. We aim to collect the results of elective knee and hip arthroplasty surgery without 
exclusion, through a secure server running the Research Electronic Data Capture (REDCap) web application, 
which will allow teams at each local site to enter and store data. 
 
Through this project we will create a national co-ordinated platform for service evaluation of patients 
undergoing elective hip and knee arthroplasty in new elective pathways, to analyse results from around the 
country and to determine: 
 

1. How many patients die 30 and 90 days after surgery. 
2. How many patients test positive for COVID-19 by 30 and 90 days after surgery. 
3. How many patients develop COVID-19 related complications at 30 and 90 days after surgery. 
4. Whether there is any change in the HES reported 30 and 90-day rate of new-comorbidity following 

surgery in this new cohort of treated patients. 
5. Whether there exist regional differences in outcomes  
6. The effect of different pathway designs on outcomes (for example, length of isolation, timings of tests, 

use of PPE) 
 
BHS and BASK are inviting all member surgeons to participate in this study; the greater the engagement, the 
faster the results will emerge, providing us all with vital feedback on the risks of surgery at this time. Arthroplasty 
units wishing to join the project and submit data can send an expression of interest by email to 
rejoin@ndorms.ox.ac.uk 
You will receive an email of acknowledgement and we will log your interest while we wait to receive the decision 
on our funding application. 
 
We very much hope that you will support this project, which will swiftly collect and feedback data from several 
thousand lower limb arthroplasties, providing our profession with valuable data on the risks of elective joint 
replacement during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Jonathan Howell 
President, British Hip Society 
 
Andrew Price 



                                           
  
 

 

President, British Association of Surgery of the Knee 
 
 
  
  

  


